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The Second Division consisted of the regular members and in
addition Referee Robert A, Franden when awvard was rendered.

( Tnternational Association of Machinists
Parties to Dispute: ( and Aerospace Workers
£ ars souri Pacific Railroad C e
( Missouri Pacific Railroad Company
Dispute: Claim of Employes
1. That LThe Missourl racifi
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2 That accordingly, the
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involved herein.

Parties to said dispute waived right of appearance at hearing thereon.

Notice was served on the Sheet Metal Workers who filed a submission

hereln.

This is a2 claim based on the allege nproper assignrment of work
reserved to the machinists under their classification of work rule to the
sheetmetal workers. The work complained of is the replacement of water ju
cover plates on a water-cooled air compressor.

The carr

ie hﬂs taren tHe Dosition that the work is more nearly
scribed in th i fic

de ) she e rkers lagasification of work rule and that
the practice & £if (15) years has been to
assign the w i L wo 5. The claimant has
responded that past practice is QDOlle)le in determining a dispute of
this nature only when there is ambiguity in the rule,
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The machinists’' clagsification of work rule reads as follows:
"RULE 52. (a) Machinists' work, including regular
and helper apprentices, shall consist of laying out, fitting,
adjusting, shaping, boring slotting, milling, and grinding
cf mehbals used in oullaﬂn”, asgermbling, maintaining,
dismantlin and installing machinery, locomotives and engines,
(operated by stean or other power), engine inspecting; pumps,
engine jacus, cranes, hoiste, elevators, vneumatic and hy-
dranlic tools and muchinery. shaiting and other shop
machinery, retehet and other skilled drilling and reaming
except on drill presses; btool and die making. tool grinding,
axle truing, axle, wheel and tire turnine and boring; ailr
equipment, lubricator and injector wori; removing, replac
grindinz, bolting and brealing of all Joints on exhaust
pipes and super-hesiers; cxyacetylene, thermit and electric
welding on work generelly recognized as machinisgts' work; the

operation of al vsed in such v nachine and link
grinding and rassenger motor cars; removing, rer

applying trajlef and enzine t Tomb and parts the ab stands
or sheets t mingboard bracikets, ht

brac stack saddles, none

stacks, 12s; 1o and
spring rfva ! nd br nd &ll
other work generally recoznize macehinists! trachinishs

may connzet and discennect any wiring., ccuplieg. or pipe
connections necessary to meke or repair machinery or eguipnent.”

The particular wording, relisd upon by the claimant is set out in
the following extravolation from the rule:

"Rule 52(a). Machinist work, including regular and helper
apprentices, shall consist of laying out. fitting, ....

of metals used, building. aSGP*OW ing, mainbaining ...,
locomotives and eunmines {operated bw steﬂm or cther power),
enging inavecting: oamvs ... air ioment, .... and all
other work genera liv recopnized as &aChLMlStD'WOrk.”

P

The interpretation of any yule requires that the rule be read in its
total context. As we read the rule without the deletions found in the
claimant's extrapolabtion, we are unable to find that the work which is
the subject of this claim isg specifically reserved to the machinists
under Rule 52(z).

Rule 97, The Sheebmetal Workers Classification of Work Mule, awards
to the sheetmetal workers ;iyefitting and other work dealing with the
connecting snd discomnecting of air, water, gas, oll and steam pipes.
Again, the rule deoes nob specifically reserve the work in guestion.
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In that we have made a finding that the rules in question are ambiguous
as to whether or not the work in gquestion is specifics 211y reserved under
the classification of work rules, it is appropriate for us to look to the
past practice of the carrier in swarding the work in guestion. It is
uncontroverted that the work in question has been as ssigned to the sheebmetal
workers for the pagt fifteen (15) years without a claim being filed by

the claimant orgenization herein. Tn this case we Tind the past practice
to be controlling. The clairsut has feiled to brove the basic element of
his claim, to-wit: that the work in queshion is mschinists work under the

agreement between the organization and the carrier. Absent thab Tinding
we are unable to coume to a conclusion thedh the carcier breasched bhe
agrecment by maintaining its past practice of fifteen (15) years by
assigning the work in cuost;on to the sheelmetal worliers. We find that
the agreement wos nobt violated.

AWARD

Claim denied.

Attest: xecubtive Secretary
Naclonal Raillroad Adjustment Roard
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~Rosenaprie Brasch - Administrative ASHJULQV

Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this lst day of November, 1978.



