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Therefore, we find that the question of the Claimant's prior absence record 
would have been properly considered during the investigation and the hand- 
ling of this case on the property. 

Thus, when during the course of the investigation the Claim.antrs 
representative stated ItI am not interested in habitually and excessive. . .I', 
and the investigating officer responded "1 am", the issue was properly drawn. 
However, a thorough reading of the record before us, including the full text 
of the investigation transcript, does not indicate that the charge of ex- 
cessive or habitual absence was addressed. The only matters addressed concern 
the procedures for "calling in" in cases of sickness or lateness, as those 
procedures related to the five dates in question. 

Therefore, it is not appropriate or necessary for this Board to consider 
the reasons for the absences on the four days in question or the lateness on 
the one day in question. Nor is it necessary for us in reaching a decision 
in this case to consider the Organization's contention that the investigation 
was conducted unfairly and in a prejudicial manner.. For, as discussed above, 
the Carrier failed at the on the property handling level to establish evidence 
regarding the excessiveness of the Claimant~s absences. That was the purpose 
of the investigation and in that purpose the Carrier failed to prove its case. 

It is true that the Carrier incorporates the Claimant's prior attendance 
record in its submission and lists the absences, latenesses and early quits 
by month and year for our consideration. However, this evidence should have 
been properly raised during the investigation of the charge of excessive 
absenteeism. We as an appellate body are constrained from examining it here 
for the first time. 

AWARD 

Claim sustained, but not to include six percent annual. interest 
for all time lost. 

NATIONALRAILFKIADADJ-US~TBOARD 
By Order of Second Division 

Attest: Executive Secretary 
National Railroad Adjustment Board 

Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this 28th day of November, 1979. 
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