NATI ONAL RAILROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
Award Number 21072
THRD DI VISION Docket Nunber SG 21115

Frederick R Blackwell, Referee

Br ot herhood of Railroad Signal nen

(
PARTIES TO DI SPUTE: (
(Chicago and North Western Transportation Conpany

STATEMENT OF crAIM: C ai mof the System General Committee Of the Brotherhood
of Railroad Signalmen on the Chicago and North Western

Transportation Conmpany:

(a) On Cctober 16, 1973, the Carrier violated the current Signal=
men's Agreenent, particularly the Decenber 23, 1969 Memorandum, when Signal
Supervisor A F. Cherveny denied travel time to Gang Foreman D. C. Stuckey
traveling fromone work point to another.

(b) The Carrier now be required to conpensate himfor this time
under provisions of the above Mermorandum

[Carrter'sfile: 79=3-1227

CPI NI ON_oF BOARD: On Friday, Cctober 5, 1973, the Cainant Signal Forenman
was Working with Signal Crew No.2 at Sergeant Bluff, |owa.
After Crew No. 2 finished its work at Sergeant Bluff on Friday moming, the
Signal Supervisor instructed the crew menbers to travel from Sergeant Bl uff
to Boone, the crews headquarters, during regularly assigned hours on Friday,
and to travel from Boone to Lowden, |lOwa, the crew s next work point, during
regul arly assigned hours on Mnday, Cctober 8, 1973. The O aimant made the
first leg of the travel itinerary during regularly assigned hours, traveling
from Sergeant Bluff to Boone on Friday, Cctober 8, He was then absent from
work due to illness for a week, Cctober 8 through 12, and' returned to work
on Monday, Cctober 15, 1973. He traveled from Boone t0 Lowden outside of
regul arly assi gned hours on Mnday, Cctober 15, but he nmade no communication
with the Signal Supervisor or amy other official before making the trip.

The Claimant submitted a claimfor travel expense for the Boone to Lowden
trip, which claim has been denied.

The Employes subnmit that the claimis supported by the parties'
menor andum agr eenent of Decenber 23, 1969, which, in pertinent pert, reads
as follows:

"¢, Travel fromone work point to another.

1. Time spent in traveling from one work point
to another outside of regularly assigned hours or
on a rest day or holiday shall be paid for at the
straight time rate."
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The foregoing text is not applicable to the instant facts, because
the Claimant, hinself, nmade the decision to travel outside regularly assigned
hours. The subject text sinply does not confer, ei ther expressly or inplicitly,
such deci si on-maki ng authority on the employes. The only communication bet ween
the signal Supervisor and the Claimant on the subject of travel was a direc-
tive for the Claimnt, as well as the entire crew, to travel from Boone to
Lowden during regularly assigned hours. This directive was i ssued on Friday,
Cctober 5, and the O aimant was not justified in acting at variance with the
directive nerely because he was absent fromwork for a week. |f the Claimant
had any notion that there was a reason for himto travel by a nethod contra to
the nethod prescribed by the Supervisor's directive, he was obliged to present
his reason to the Supervisor or other authority so that supervision could de-
cide the matter. Hs failure to subnit the matter to supervision, and to ob-
tain authority to travel outside of regularly assigned hours, gives his Cctober
15, 1973 travel the character of a voluntary, unauthorized act. Such vol un-
tary acts, according to numerous prior authorities, do not support a claim of
the kind presented here. Awards Nos. 12907, 17172, 17702, and 19839. The
claimw |l be denied.

FINDINGS: The Third Division of the Adjustnent Board, upon the whole record
and all the evidence, finds and hol ds:

That the parties waived oral hearing;

That the Carrier and the Employes involved in this dispute are
respectively Carrier and Employes Wi thin the meaning of the Railway Labor Act,
as approved June 21, 1934;

That this Division of the Adjustment Board has jurisdiction over
the dispute involved herein; snd

That the Agreenent was not viol ated.

A WA RD

d ai m deni ed.

NATI ONAL RAI LROAD ADJUSTMENT BQOARD
By Order of Third Division

ATTEST: ’ ¢
Executive Secretary

Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this 19th day of May 1976.



