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Appeal of claimpresented initially by the Organization's Local
Chairman D. E. Brown on behalf of signal enployes affected who hold seniority
on the Chicago Termnal Signal District to the Division Engineer J. R Beard
on February 3, 1974, such claimaccount their starting time was changed
arbitrarily by the carrier and they wrdenied their displacement rights
as provided in Rule 30(d) of the current working agreenment.

OPINION OF BOARD.  The facts out of which this dispute arose are not contested.
Pursuant to Federal |aw passed in response to the energy
"crunch" during the Wnter of 1973-7h4 t he Nati on went on mendatory year-
round Daylight Savings Tine (DSTE) in January 197k; rather than, as had been
customary, in April through Cctober. W take arbitral notice of the fact that
the days are shorter in January than in April and reeall, for exanple, school
children wending their way to classes and awaiting buses in darkness during
the late Wnter of 1973-74. Likew se, the change to D.S.T. in January
affected many workers who thereby found thenmselves traveling and reporting

to work in the dark pre-dawn hours. The instant dispute involves a change

in reporting time growing out of this situation for certain enployes in
Carrier's Chicago Terminal Signal District.

The enployes herein involved were enployed in Carrier's Signal
Departnent and, prior to January 6, 1974 their assigned hours were 7:00 am
to 3:30 pm Central Standard Time (C.S.T.). Effective January 6, 197k b?]/
the "Daylight Savings Time Act of 1973" Standard Time was advanced one hour
thus giving Caimnts' assigned hours of 7:00 amto 3:30 ym Central Daylight
Savings Tine $D. S.T.). The net effect of the legislature was no change in
"clock time" for Claimants but a one-hour earlier "solar time" for reporting
to work. (i.e. Cock time of 7:00 am DST was the equivalent of a solar tine
of 6:00 AM). Because at 6:00 am solar tine (7:00 amDST) it was still dark
in January 1974, Carrier on January 4, 1974 gave oral instructions to
Caimnts to report at 8:00 amD. S. T. begi nni n% January 7, 197k. Thereafter,
tf)y”Supervi sors Bulletin dated January 5, 1974 the Caimants were notified as

ol | ows:
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"Chicago, Illinois
January 5, 1974

TO ALL CONCERNED:

Confirming verbal advice given on January 4, 197k, the
starting tinme on the following positions will be as
indicated below Effective January 8, 1974.

8:00AM -12:00P.M

12:00 P.M - 12:30 P.M (Lunch)

12:30 P.M - 4:30 P.M

T & T Cable Splicers Rel ay |nspectors

T & T Mintainers Lead Signal Mintainers
El ectroni cTechnicans Signal Mechani cs

Hot Box Technicans District Linenman

Signal Inspectors Radi o Mai ntai ners

'C & S I nspectors Maintainers C & S

C & S Forenen Si gnal nen

Wre Chief

Trick positions at Elkhart and Engl ewood Hunps are excl uded
elso Radi 0 positions at Elkhart.

The change in starting time is due to the adoption of Year
Round Daylight Saving Time under recent Federal Law.

Received at B & 0 on Jan 16.

C. S. Paden .
Super vi sor c&s, Chi cago"

By letter dated February 3, 1974 the instant claim was filed
allegingas fol | ows:

"I'n the afternoon of January 4, 1974, | was verbal |y ordered
to report to work on the seventh of January at 8:00 am
(D.S.T.) instead of 7:00 am (D.S.T.), as ny advertised
assigmmentstates. This was done over the entire Chicago
Termnal territory on Penn Central. The nen affected by
this were denied their option to exercise displacement
rights. Then on January 16, 1974, we received a bulletin
stating, starting time of positions, effective January 8,
1974,

(1) Therefore the undersigned presents the following claim

(a) Carrier violated rule 5 and 30(d), of Agreenent of
March 1, 1951 as amended between forner New York
Central Lines West and Brotherhood of Railroad
Signal nen of Aneri ca.




Award Number 21476 Page 3
Docket Number sg-21258

"(b) Aaimthat this arbitrary action, wthout cause
of reason and not having the consent of the
organi zation, also extended the end of tour of
duty from3:30 p.m to 4:30 p.m, thereby placing
%Egs%i$nployees on overtine status in accordance with
e .

(c) CGaimthat the Carrier now be required to pay each
and every enpl oyee, one (1) hour at the tinme and
hal f rate of pay, for each and every assigned working
day, beginning on January 7, 1974 and continuing
until such time that this illegal practice is
di scontinued, and that immediately, each enployee
be-given his option of displacements rights.”

I't is undisputed that all Signal Department enployes on the Chicago Term na
Signal District were notified by witten bulletin dated February 1, 1974 that
effective February 11, 1974 their starting tinme would revert to 7:00 am
(D.s.T,). Therefore, the 8:00 am (D.s.T.) starting time was in effect

only fromJanuary 8 to February 10, 1974 and the claimperiod is so restricted.

Rule 5 of the Agreement requires inter alia that starting time
for Claimants be between the hours of 6: 00 A/M. and 8:00 A M and t hat
starting tine be fixed by bulletin and not changed without 48 hours notice
to affected enployes. As we understand this record the "new' starting
time was 8:00 am and Claimants did receive the requisite notice. W can
find herein no violation of Rale 5.

Rule 30 provides in pertinent part as follows:
"RULE 30

An employe may el ect to retain his pesition or within 14
consecutive cal endar days exercise displacements rights if
changes occur in any of the follow ng conditions of his
posi tion:

WK

(d) Starting time, except due to Daylight Saving Tine.

FHR

The crux of the dispute regarding Rule 30(d) is the Organization's insistence
that the change in starting time from7:00 am (DST) to 8:00 am (DST) was

not "due to Daylight Savings Tine". In this connection the Organization
apparently asserts the change was due to arbitrary and inconsi stent

determ nation of aﬁerating conveni ence by Carrier and constituted a violation
of past practice wnereby "clock time" had never been changed notwithstanding
the annual conversion to a new "sol ar time" under Daylight Savings Time,
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Upon careful reflection we cannot agree with the Organization's reading

of the Rule and the facts of record. The | anguage of Rule 30(d) is clear
and unanbi guous and rust be interpreted and applied by us as witten wthout
recourse to practice. See Award 20643. W find that the phrase "due to
Dayl i ght Savings Time" when given its plain and ordinary meani ng must cover
the change of starting time which affected Caimnts in January 1974.
Accordingly, that change was within the single exception to Rule 30 set
forth in 30(a) and we can find no Rules violation therein. Finally, we are
not persuaded that the disputed change of starting tinme affected a violation
of Rule 10. Having found no Rules violation in this record we nust conclude
the claimis wthout Agreenent support. Accordingly we have no alternative
but to deny this claim

FINDINGS: The Third Division of the Adjustnent Board, upon the whole
record and all the evidence, finds and hol ds:

That the parties waived oral hearing;

- That the Carrier and the _Enﬁ! oyes involved in this dispute are
respectively Carrier and Employes Wi thin the neaning of the Railway Labor
Act, as approved June 21, 1934,

That this Division of the Adjustment Board has jurisdiction
over the dispute involved herein; and

That the Agreement was not viol ated.

4 w ARD

C aim deni ed.

NATTONATL, RATIROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
By Order of Third Division

ATTEST: zw ! p m

Executive Secretary

Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this 31st day of March 1977 o




