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(lulton R. Slcklee, Referee

(Brotherhood of ReilrmdSigmtim
MRTlm'10DISPUIII:  (

(SOuthelm Railway Callpwy

s1Ms OF c&Am: "Qsimoftbs~~~t~oftheBrothvhood~
Railroad Signalmwn on the Southern Railway Syetem:

on behalf of Signal Maintainer M. E. Mittill, headqdrs
m Iwarder Yud, Atlanta, oeorgh, account being mapeadoA fez 90
day8 bemuse of an imesti~tion held January 10, lflg, In Atlsnta."
(~elur~l &af.mnn file: SR-105. Csrrier file: S~-376)

OPIUIOIiOFBO4RD: lhe claimnt appeala from a ninety-&y l uqenalon
resultingfrathe chwge thathewao Improper aPa

negligent In the perfonmnoe of his duties a8 third-ahif% signal =in-
tainer on December 25, 1978. As a result of,his alleged naglignce,
the yardwas danfor approximstelyfivehoure.

The evidena prodncedbythe  Csrrieratthe clatint's hearing
vu to the effectthatfourrelaya  hadbeenplugged  into incorrectlocatiome,
ani om relayvas ftitohave adefective keywhichwouldmtif to
enter ita 8oaket in a rotated poeitlon. Itwan rotated imite socket anb,
therefore, the contacta were mt completa with the cl.rcuitry. Vhen the8e
problemawere diecovered ad -dad, the autoumted mfitchlng 8y8tem
functiomd properly.

pie &&mtallegee that the krrier hadprejudgedhimguilty
because the notice of hie hearlllg.includedthe  follrningpwagzXph:

"merelsnewayyoucouldhaYeteetadout
tJds aystemae ym reported,becaueethe
achlne vould not have accepted the code,
and you would have knovn the trouble."

Ve do not ballem, that thin admittdly drong hnguage on the
pert of the chwgingofficer eetablirhed that the Csrrier p~ejud&Wdthe
guilt of the c - t . !lbe charging officerwas awltoasebut not the
hearingefYioer,and  the decleionves~e aMrevIewed for the Qirr1e.r
by perwn# ether than the charglag officer.
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Arevlewofthe~eripteftherwordindicatertbat
eufficientevidencevae  producad  to oupgort  a deairionthatthe cLairnt
Mbeenadequatelyinmtxuctedir~hieduties  ani thathedidnetperform
the duties adequbelyvhichvre the awe for the failurewhIch  kept We
yardheldupforappmxi6stelyfivahouns.

FIVDIltQS:Tha  ThM.DivieioncU  theAdJueiwntBoard,after@rlng  the
partieo  to thiodisputa  due notice afhearingthereon,  andupon

thavhslare~cudslltha~ncs,f~~~~r

That the (xu-rhr  rrd the mployes involved in till0 dlaput% M
respwtiYely  CBlTierad ~loyasvithint&emeapingcf theEa.ilwayxabor
Act, as approved June 21, 193;

'IbatiUsDlvieion of theAd,justraantBoanIhan  juriadictionwer
the dispute  in~~lvedherein; ti

That the Agreement was not violated.

A V A  R D

Claim denied.

VATIOVAL RAmm AIhTmmEri! BOARD
By order of Ibird mvielon

ATTBT:

Datud at cbicqo, Illinole, thio 15th day of April 1981.


