NATIONAL RAIILROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
Awar d Number 23908

THIRD DIVISION Docket Number SG-23184

Martin F. Scheinman, Ref eree

Brot herhood of Railroad Signalnen
PARTI ES TO DISPUTE :

Sout hern Railway Conpany

STATEMENT OF CIATM: " aimof the General Committee of the Brotherhood of
Railroad Signalnmen on the Southern Railway Conpany et al:

Caimon behalf ofthe follow ng signal employes for neal expenses
they incurred over the $9.00 daily maxi num meal al | owance arbitrarily set by
the Carrier.

CaimNo. 1. signalman S. A Thornton - General Chairman file: SR-T73
Carrier file: sG=354,

CaimNo. 2. signalman R C_Butts - General Chairman file: SR-76
Carrier file: SG 356.

Claim No. 3. Signalman W, C. Burgess - General Chairman file: SR-T3
Carrier file: SG357.

CaimNo. 4, signalman W. M. Robi nson - General Chairman file: SR-72
Carrier file: SG358."

OPINION _CF BQOARD: Thi s case involves the Organization's claimifor nmeal

expenses for several enployes in excess of the $9.00
dai |y maximm neal allowance set forth by Carrier. The Organization asserts
that enployes are entitled, pursuant to Rule 12b, to receive "actual necessary
expenses”. It insists that Carrier had no right to unilaterally establish
the $9.00 ceiling for expenses. 1In the Organization's view, enployes areentitled
to receive "true, real or genuine expenses" incurred.

Rule 12b states, in pertinent fact:

"12b Employees covered by this agreement Will be paid
actual necessary expenses for neals on each day which
the enployee renders cwpensated service. Receipts
formeals will not ordinarily be required.”

This precise issue, involving these same parties, was decided by this

Beard in Award 23190, There,we deternined that Carrier's imposition of a
$9. 00 maximum di d not constitute a violation of the Agreenent.

Not hi ng presented here convinces us that our decision therewas

pal pably erroneous. In the absence of such proof, consistent with the time
honored rule of stare decisis, we will dismss the claimin its entirety.
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FINDINGS: The Third Divisiom of the Adjustnent Board, after giving the

parties to this dispute due notice of hearing thereon, and upon
the whole record and all the evidence, finds and hol ds:

That the Carrier and the Employes involved in this dispute are
respectively Carrier and Enpl oyes within the nmeaning of the Railway Labor
Act, as apprwed June 21. 193k4;

That this Division of the Adjustment Board has jurisdiction over
the dispute involved herein; and

That the Agreement was not viol ated.

A WA RD

O ai m deni ed.

R TIONAL RAILROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
By Order of Third Division

Attest: Acting Executive Secretary
National Railroad Adjustnment Board

Rosemarie Brasch - Admnistrative Assistant

/

Dated' at Chicago, Illinocis, this 8th day of June 19€2.
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