
NATIONAL RAlU?OAD ADJ'XXNUNT  BOAiE
Award Iiuber 24031

THIX DIVISIOii a3cket :r~ber x1-2395$

T. Page Sharp, Referee

(brotherhood of Naintenance of Yay i3nployes
PARTIZS TO 3ISPii: (

(The 3enver and 3io Grade iiestern %ilroad Coqany

ST.YTDGIp: OF CLAIM: "2lai.. of the System ~Zomittee of the Brotiierhood that:

(1) The forty-three (43) days of suspension imposed upon
Section Laborer J. D. Alire for alleged failure to promptly rePort a
personal injury sustained by him on Xovenber 1, 1377 was capricious,
arbitraqgr,  unwarranted az3. on the basis of unproven and disprove2 ckrges
(Systen File D-6-80/N-17-&l).

(2) 'Ike record of Sectior IaSorer J. D. Alire be cleared of t:1e
charge leveled agaiost hi?l and he shall be compensated for all wage loss
suffered."
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Also Safety Rule Xo. 1 reads:

"Xegort all iqjuxies ~rmptl.y to imnediste super-visor.
obtain i=redia:-= first aid azd necessary nedical attention
for all inj~uries."

There ,zm be no doubt that C'Laiz.ant violated the appropriate O~enting and
,SafeTy rules.

Adherence to the safety rules is of Fararramt inportance. Tl?e
instzmt safety rule is designed with the welr'are of the enpioye in
mizd. Eis injirry is tiediately kz.xn to the Company so that It ca?.
promptly address his corditioc. 3egaardiess of vhen Claimnt acted,
his S’JperViSOr  ?ias not pO@iy notified. if :&aimant was irJursd
on ::ovmber 1, tie fact that he worked the reminder of that dray acd
t;-,e next >mder severe 5ack pain could &ave aggramted the iR]li*y to
a grievous extent.

As an Awarrl OII <his saxe groytiy,  Xo. Z$O stated:

"A Safety %le, by definition, is not designed to
proscribe wi1Wu.l infr2ctions only, it is also care31lly
designed to address careless or FndFfferentbehav-lor  as
well."

As exemplarily as continzing to work nay seem, it his .careless and i2dSferent
bekatior as concerns an &jury.

The Board coosiders railroad safety ,of the Xghest order. Violation
of a sa?ety rule even if no adverse conseqmrce oxcs za.mot be tolerated.
:-ere, where apparently the violation led to adverse conseqtenccs the ,?arri~er
had a right to discipline Claimant.

F;:ZI?iGS:  3e Tbird Xv&ion of the Adj~xznent Zoard, 'u:oc the w?.ole record
arxl all the evi?.eoce, finds and holds:

,-
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That the Apeement was not violated.

A W A R D

Claim denied.

XATIONATJ RAILROAD .mlJSm EOARD
By Order of Third Division

AYL'EST: Acting tiecutive Secretary
National Railroad Adjustment Board

Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this 15th day of November lg&.


