NATI ONAL RATIROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
Awar d Number 24086
THIRD DI VI SI ON Docket Number SC 23393

Joseph A Sickles, Referee

Brot herhood of Railroad Signal nen

(
PARTIBS TO DISPUTE: ( o _
{Missouri Pacific Railroad Conpany

STATEMENT OF cta™: "Caimof the 'CGeneral Conmittee of the Brotherhood of
Railroad Signalmen on the Mssouri Pacific Railroad Conpany:

on behal f of Signal Foreman L. J. Usher and Signalman R J. Stumpe,
Chester, Illinois, account being suspended £rom service for 30 days as a result
of an investigation held on April 20, 1979." (Carrier file: K 225-815)

OPI NI ON_OF BOARD: Subsequent to a notice of investigation the Enployes were
assessed a thirty (30) day suspension. They have questioned
the adequacy of the notice, stating that it was "broad and anbi guous", and that
It was not precise enough to afford the accused the opportunity to prepare
thensel ves to defend against the accusations.

The notification instructed the Enployes to report to a certain location
at a designated tinme for an investigation to develop the facts and place a
responsibility, if any, in connection with the report "... that you failed to
properly maintain the signal appliances on your assigned territory on the
Chester Subdi vision."

Wi le the Board concedes that the notification is not the most precise
of accusations (and we note that the Enployes made a timely objection); nonetheless
It appears that the parties have been rather lax in demanding strict conpliance
for a significant period of time end thus we are disinclined to set aside the
imposition Of discipline on that procedural ground.

FINDINGS. The Third Division of the Adjustnment Board, upon the whole record and

all the evidence, finds and hol ds:

That the parties waived oral hearing; —

That the Carrier and the Enployes involved in this dispute are
respectively Carrier and Enployes within the meaning of the Railway Labor Act,
as approved June 21, 1934,

That this Division of the Adjustment Board has jurisdiction over the
di spute involved herein; and

That the Agreenent was not viol ated.
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AWARD

Claim deni ed.

NATI ONAL RATIROAD ADJUSTMENT BCARD
By Order of Third Division

Attest:  Acting Executive Secretary
National Railroad Adj ust ment Board

Rosemarie Brasch <« Administrative Assistant

Dated at Chicago, Illinois, this sth day of January 1983.




