NATI ONAL RAI LROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
Avnar d Mimber 24170
THIRD DI VI S| ON Docket Number MW-24355

Joseph A Sickl es, Referse
(Brotherhood of Mintenance of Wy Employes

PARTIES TO DI SPUTE: ( _ _
(Norfolk end Portsmouth Belt Line Railroad Conpany

STATRMENT OF CLAIM: "Claim of the SystemCommittee of the Brotherhood that:

(1) The fifteen (15 days of suspension inposed upon Crane Qperator
L. L. Blankenship, Sr. for alleged failure *to carry out imstructions givento
you by M. Dingus at the start of work on Friday, November T, 1980*'was without
just and sufficient cause andon the basis of unproven charges.

(2) The claimant's record becleared end he shall be compensated f or
all wage | oss suffered."”

OPINION OF BOARD: In |ate Novenber, 1980t he Claimant was advised of an Investi-
gation concerning a charge that he failed to carry out instructions.
Subsequent to the Investigation, the Claimant was suspended f or fifteen (15) working
da.ys.

Certain procedural matters have been raised by the parties however we feel
It unnecessary to consi der same because of our Decision on the nerits of the case.
The record contains evidence to-support the conclusion of the Carrier that on the
dat e in question the C ai nant received certai ninstructions specifically relating
to the crane assigned %o hi mand en adnonition not to take the crane outof serviee,
Nonet hel ess, the CQlaimant failed to abide by those instructions.

W are not unmindful of the contentions advanced by the Claimant in this
case nor are we insensitive to his long years of service. Nonetheless, this Board
Is not constituted to make credibility determnations, and in this particular case
there is sufficient evidence to support the Carrier's conclusions, W have no
alternative but to deny the grievance. Additionally, we cannot £ind that the punish-
ment assessed is inordinately severe and we will allow it to stand.

o

FTDTGS: The Third Division of the Adjustment Board, upon the whol e record
and all the evidence, finds and hol ds:

That t he perties wai ved oral hearing;
- That the Carrier and the Zmployes involved in this dispute ere
respectively Carrier and Zmployes W thin the meaning of the Railway Labor
Act, as approved June 21, 1934;

That this Division of the Adjustnent Beard has jurisdiction
over the dispute involved herein; and

That the Agreement was not violated.
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Claim denied.

NATI ONAL RAILROAD ADJUSTMENT BOARD
By Order of Thixd Division

ATTEST:  Acting Executive Secretary
National RailroedAd] ust nent Board

Rosemarie Brasch -~ Administrative Assistant

Dated et Chicage, Illinois, this 15th day of Pebruary 1963,




